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FROM NASHVILLE.

8e.ial Difpatch tc the Chronicle,

Nashvillk, Doc. 4, 10 p. u,

Tbe bids for the lease of the Peniten-

tiary were opened on tbe 1st Inst., as ad-

vertised, and final ction deferred until to-

day. Tbe Oovoiuor refuses to again lease
the Penitentiary, and leaves the subject
open to be acted upon by the next Legisla-
ture. It is supposed that the Governor's
partiality for tbo present lessees is the
cause of this decision. The bids otTerod

were: Landis & White, $49,000 a year;
present lessees, $34,000.

CONGRESSIONAL.

First Session Forty Fourth Congress

SENATE.

WASiimoToy, D. C, Dec. 0, 1875.
The Senate was called to order, Mr. Fer-

ry iu the chair,
The usual resolution, notifying tlio Pres-

ident and House of Representatives that
the Senate was ready for business, was
adopted ; after which Mr. Anthony made a
statement that tbe message probably would
not be received y,

Mr. Boutwell announced tho death of
Vice President Wilson. Adjourned.

HOUSE.
Mr. McPherson called the Hose to order.
The McEnery certificates were read and

laid aside. The Mississippi delegation re-

ceived the credentials signed by the Lieut.
Governor.

Tho following speech was delivered by
Mr. Kerr :

Gentlemen of the House of Reprcsenta
lives :
I am tru'y gratified for the honor you

have conferred in calling- me to the exalted
station. I profoundly appreciate the im-

portance and delicacy of its duties. I shall
doubtless many times need your patient in
dulgence, l pray that you win grant it,
and with nothing but kindly feeling toward
every member ot the House, 1 promise
tnat in all my ontcial acts, I will divest my
self, to the utmost of myjability, of all per-
sonal bias and observe complete fuirness
and impartiality towards all, and towards
all the great and diversified interests of our
country, represented in this House.

Two hundred and eighty members were
present.

In swearing in the members Messrs,
Morev, of Louisiana, and Uoode, of Vir
ginia, were asked to stand aside, as they
were contested.

A motion to refer Mr. Morev's creden
tials, after a warm debate, failed, and he
was sworn in.

Mr. Qoode, after a short discussion, was
also sworn in.

Mr. Lamar offered a resolution declaring
the tallowing ouieers ot the House elected :

Clerk, Goo. M. Adams, of Kentucky ; Her- -
geam-ai-Ar- jonnu. rnompson, ot umo;
Doorkeeper, Lafsyette II. i'iuhugh, of
Texas; Postmaster, James M. (Stewart, of
Virginia, and Chaplain, Ilev. J. L. Towns- -
end, oi tne District or Columbia. Adopted.

After appointing a Committee to wait on
the President, and ordering a drawing for
seats at 1 o'clock, Adjourned.

NEW YORK.

PartieuLirs of Boss Tweed's Escape.

Naw Yosk, Dec. 6. Diligent search
was made for Tweed last night. He, in
charge of officers, went to his borne to
visit his wire, lie wished to see ber alone,
and was seen no more. Different cities
have been telegraphed to keep a lookout for
Twenty minutes after bis escape was known
the news reached every police station in
the city. There is not the slightest clue to
his whereabouts. There is a reward of
ten thousand dollars offered for bim.

It baa been ascertained that Tweed's
private Secretary was last seen at his stop- -
pine place a few minutes before bis do
parture, on the ten o'clock train, for Boston
Saturday morning. lie took that train
saying hn was going to Boston and would
return Tuosday. lie, however, carried
a large trunk. It was rumorod at the 6'Jtb
street Police Station last evening that on
Saturday from 4 to 5:112 o'clock p. m.
tug was noticed cruizing in a mysterious
manner in the East River off GUili street
Nothing was noticed by which the tug
could be idontiueu.

Inspector Dilks believes Tweed is on tbe
Ocean. There is good reason to believe
that ho made bis escape many hours before
it wag reported. It is generally believed
that warden Denham and keeper Hagan
were privy to his escape, and that Tweed
embarked on some private, craft on Kant
Kiver, in which he is now sailing for a
lorcign port.

The Tweed cases which were up to-d-

were postponed.
The application to compel mails to carry

third cla.il matter at one cent an ounce hug
been refused. Judge Johnson rendered the
decision denying the application, holding
that the law w5 perfectly valid and eon
etitutional, and, that whilo the postofhee
laws are revenue laws within the meaning of
tno statutes they are not laws tor raising
revenue witiiiu provisions ot the constitu
tion.

The Tribune has the following
dated St. I.ouirf, December the 6th : "The
Grand Jury in this city found an indict
ment against General Ilubcock, on Friday
last, for his connection with the whisky
ring. Owing to the absence of the District
Attorney it was not announced iu Court
yesterday, but will be without doubt to
morrow.1'

An afternoon paper has the following
regaruiug a weeu a uiguk Aueiuosiprob
able theory is that Tweed escaped in the
bark Lord Clarendon, which cleared Nov,
14th, for Uueenstown :.

The story'is that a relative of Tweed not
residing here, and known to but few in this
citv. reached boro some three weeks iinoe
and purchased tha bark Lord Clarendon,
a fine vessel of eioellont sailing qualities.
The theory is that the Lord Clarendon was
charteredfor Tweed by bis relative, who
tailed ou ber. It is said s vessel leoking
like her has beea seen off East End, Long

Island. It Is supposed that Tweed was
ronvejed on board the steam tug laying in

.asi xtiver on isaiuraay evening, and whs
taken on board the Lord Clarendon. Tbe
name of the firm which cleared tho Lord
Clarendon is not in the directory.

New Yorx, Dec. 2. Tbe following are
the details of tbo Sunnysido's disaster : Tbe
mate did not get over tmeen or twenty feet
from the steamer with his life-bo- full of
poople before it capsiied. A terrible scene
onsucd. There must have been eighteen
persons in the boat. The mate swam
ashore, but tbe others that were saved swam
back to the steamer. In all probability,
all that were lost were drowned from cap-
sizing of the life boat. Their fliout and
rries for aid must have been heard for "
long distance. As quick as possible I Iuuk
the boat from the starboard sido and wilh
eur head waiter and deck-bo- y, tried to get
around to the people in the water, but
hoavy ice prevented. Cries for help con-
tinued for about ten minutes, then all was
still. We then launched the big boat from
the upper deck which was even with the
water. The vessel at that time being two
hundred feet from shore. I took the boat
with the second engineer and Anally suc
ceeded in reaching the capsized boat. She
was bottom upwards and a man lay on her
on his back, with his feet in the water and
ice, nearly dead. Vie took him on
board the steamer, and put him in the
Pilot's room and covered him with blankets.
Then I heard a noise on the outside of our
port wheel bouse, which was only two feet
out of water. We worked the boat through
the ice to the spot where cries came from,
and found an elderly lady; she was lying
on the ice about five feet from the wheel
house. Her body was partly in the waier.
her arms holding ber up; she wss still
alive. With great difficulty we got ber in'
tho boat, took her to the stoatner, put her
In tbe wbeelman s room and coverod her

ith blankets, but she died about two
hours after. We then wont to work to
construct a rope ferry from the steamer to
the shore. At.this time at least sixty per-
sons were crowded together on the hurri-
cane deck. The wind was blowing hard
and the air was bitter eold. We got the
line ashore and succeeded in getting all oil
in salcty, alter tney had been on deck tor
two hours. To do so we placed them in the
boat nnd pulled the boat along by tho rope.
On reaching the shore they clambered up
the rocks and made their way to tbe farm
houses In tho vicinity, where every atten-
tion was given them.

TELEGRAPHIC SUMMARY.

DOMESTIC.
Washington, Deo. 4. The trnditional

two-thir- rule of the Dcmocratlo Conven-

tions does not enter the caucusos of the par
ty, a majority nominates. There is no
change in the situation this morning, be
yond the increased anxiety and less post
tive assertion.

The Star says in the opinion of those
qualified to know there is good reason to
believe that Postmaster General Jowell will
retire from tho Cabinet within a few
weeks.

Marcus L. Ward declines the Indian
Commissionershin.

The Prosidcnt has ordered the following
detail for a Court of Inqniry in the case of
General Uabcock: Lieutenant Ueneral
Sheridan, Major General Hancock, and
Bregadier General Terry. The Court will
convene in Chicago, Ills., on Thursday,
December tne ninth.

Fierrepont telegraphed to the Attorney
General, at St. Louis, instrueting bim that
the appointment ot tbe military court is in
no manner to stay any proceedings that
I lie court authorities may determine upon
as being proper in the case.

The caucus was called to order by b er- -

nando Wood on whose motion L. y. C.
Lamar, of Miss., was chosen presiding
officer, and on motion of Uollman, 61 In
diana. Banning, of Ohio, was made Secre
tary. On taking tbe Chair, Col. Lamar
addressed the causus. The balloting did
not commence until four o'clock, and at
half past five the caucus adjourned to
seven.

Mr. Kerr was nominated Speaker by the
caucus.

The balloting was as follows : First ballot
Kerr, 71; Kandall, 69; Cox, 31. Second
Kerr, 77; Randall, 60; Cox, 7 ; Baylor,

I. Third Kerr, au ; Kandall, 03 ; Wox, 7 ;

Savior. 1.

Ibe fourth ballot for dork was as fol
lows; Adams, 47 : Crittenden, 40; Tyler, 7
Shoeber, 10 ; Banks, Dubose, IV ; Arch'
er, 7 ; Whitehead, 7.

Later Adams was nominated for Clork,
James Stuart, of Virginia, Postmaster, and
ltev. J . L. a ownsond, Episcopalian, of
Washington, for Chaplain.

Louisville, Dec. 4. Geo. McLcod has
been appointed Receiver of the Louisville,
Cincinnati and Lexington Miort Ijine Kail
road, vice Samuel Gill, who is suffering
from aborration of the mind from brain
fever.

Nashvii.i.k, Dec. 4. The Democrats 'of
the Fourth District nominated II. l . Rid'
die for Congress.

Ht. Louis, Doc. 4. Tho jury after four
hours' consultation returned a verdict of
guilty on ono count of the indictment, the
other three having bocn pronounced bad by
the Court. Avery lult the Court. ro ad-
ditional bond will be required for the prcs
ent. His counsel gave notice of a motion
for a new trial.

San Francisco, Dec. 4. Grass Valley
has had another earthquake.

Boston, Dec. 4. Forty of tho strong
est men, headod by President hhepard,
bolted the Republican Mayoralty Conven
tion. organized separately, and nominated
Mayor Cobb. The Democrats also held I

meeting, but made no nomination.
Philadelphia, Dec. 4. Miry New

ton, colored, aged 87, was burnod to a cri.-- p

in ber bouse, which was burned.
RotHKSTEB, Dec. 4. Twelve liquor

deulers wore lined $30.00 each for soiling
on Sunday.

Mokkistown. N. J.. Dec. 4. Louis
C. Voyt, for 40 years editor of the Demo'
cratic Banner, is dead.

Kprinofield. Mass.. Deo. 4. The
delegates from Amherst, Columbia, Cor-

nell, Uarvard, Princeton, Trinity, Union,
Williams, Wesleyan, and Yale Colleges,
assembled in this city y, and organ-
ized an Athletio Association of the Amur-loa- n

Colleges to manage the athletio sports
at the College Regatta.

ATLANTA, OA., Dec. 4. Hon. J. W.
Eenfroe, of Washington county, was ap-

pointed State Treasurer to-d-

NicBOLsviLLr, Kir., Dec. 0. A portion

of the business houses of this place has
been burned. Loss, $30,000.

FOREIGN.
Losiion, Dec. 0. The Pall Mull Gujsette

this afternoon contains the following brief
but startling news item: "An awful ex-

plosion occurred y at the Swaithe
Mine Colliery, near Kardsley, in the West
Riding of Yorkshire. It is feared that
nioro than two hundred lives are lost.

London, Dec. 0. The Colliery at
which the dreadful explosion occurred to-

day belongs to Mitchell A Co., one of the
largest in the southern purt of Yorkshire.
It is joined by underground workings with
ICdinunds' Mine Colliery, where, twelve
years ago yesterday, over three hundred
persons perished. I he works extend for
many miles, entirely worked with safety
lamps, under very rigid discipline, and
were considered safe.

At fl o'clock this a. . about three hun
dred men and boys descended and com-
menced work as usual. At '.:30 a terrilic
explosion occurred. The exact position of
the explosion is unknown, but tbe miners
in all parts ot tho pit were startled by a
large volume of smoke, and after this
those who were able rushed to tho pit's
bottom, but the drawing cage was dis-
placed. As soon as possible volunteers
were organized to search for the dead and
dying. The volunteers reported about noon
that they met with great difficulty.

GEN. BURRIEL TO BE TRIED.

One Theory of tne Naval Preparation
Kzploded Spain to t'arrj out the
Trrma of the Virginia Prolorol.

I Br Telegraph to the Tribune.)

Washington, Nov. 30. Advice
received here through naval sources

y, set at rest, apparently, the new-
est story regarding the sudden activi
ty Iu the Navy Department. The ex
traordinary expenditures or (Secretary
Robinson during the past mouth have
been of such a character, and so lavish
and continuous, that even the officers
of the Treasury, through whose bands
the money has passed, have been
amazed and startled. That some good
reason or plausible excuse for the con-
sideration of Congress exists for this
immense outlay, has been generally
conceded. Various explanations have
been made, aud even the Secretary
himself has had something to say,
but no adequate reason has yet been
suggested. The newest explanation
for the activity in the navy was a very
plausible one at first sight, and related
to carrying out the protocol between
Admiral Polo and Hecretary Fish, re
quiring the punishment of persons
connected wilh tho massacre of the
officers aud crew ef the Vlrginius.
The protocol in question was signed
Nov. 1873, and provided that Hpain
should proceed against tbe persons
who committed the ucta complained of,
and should " arraign them before
competent courts, aud inflict punish-
ment on those who may have ofl'ended."
It has been claimed that the Hpauish
Government, instead of carrying out
this agreement, has allowed uuiccrs to
escape, and even promoted the princi
pal offender, Gen. Burriel, under whose
orders the crew of the Virglnius were
executed. This has been the subject
of correspondence between the the two
Governments, but the subject has not
reached a point where it was necessa
ry for the United Htates to assume a
threatening attitude. The intelligence
has now reached here that Hpalu has
at last manifested a determination to
carry out the provision of the protocol
complained of, aud has organized a
court, before which Gen. Burriel has
been summoned for trial.

Poe's Unhappy Sister.
Baltimore Guiette.

In connection with the dedication of
the memorial monument over the
grave of Edgar Allan Toe, it becomes
a matter of some interest to recall the
fact or the comparatively recent death
of the poet's only sister, Miss Rosalie
Poe, which occurred about a year ago
iu the Home of the Epiphany, Wash-
ington, D. C. Prior to her entering tbe
Institution, she resided in Baltimore,
and was in quite destitute circumstan-
ces. An ell'ort was made by some
charitable citizens to relieve her wants.
and the Rev. George W. Powell, of
the First Universalis! Church, deliver-
ed a lecture for her benefit, which re-

alized about $100. Mr. Powell applied
to a number of charitable institutions
fur the purpose of securing the admis
sion or Miss Poe, but was unsuccessful,
on account of the strict rules by which
those charities ure governed. Miss
Poe also essayed a public reading which
was a complete tuilure, she being iu
no condition, pliysii-nll- or otherwise,
to prosecute it suci essiully. I he Rev,
Mr. Powell liually secured her admis
sion and a home In the institution at
Washington iu the spring of 1874,
whole she died a few months after of
congestive chills. Before her death, it
is understood, she requested that her
body should be removed to this city
and interred be-ld- e the remains of her
brother Kdgar, but her dying wishes
were not regarded, and her remains
were placed iu a vault iu Washington,
where they at present remain.

What folly is it, that with such care
about the body which is dying, the
world which is perishing before our
eves, time which is perpetually Ulsap.
pearing, we should so little care about
that eternal state in which we are to
live forever, when this dream is over!
When we shall have existed ten thous-
and years in another world, where will
be all the cares and fears and enjoy
ments of this? In what light shall we
then look unon tbe things which now
transport us with joy or overwhelm us
wllu grier. J. enn.

m S

The New York World has discover
ed that the proper phrase for express-
ing dissent ia no lontrer "Too thin."
or, "li won't wash," but, "It won't go
round;' and the Cincinnati Times says
the phrase has an origin similar to the
Urder of the Garter. It was what she

aid to tha entemrisinar store clerk.
who assured her it was latest thing out

A PLEA FOR NATIONAL BANKS

The National Rsaktst Ijalrm vs.Ths
Old Nim Rsaklai NyMem.

To the Editor of tht Chronicle :

Auitnmeuse amount of claptrap has
been written and spokeu by dema-
gogue of the Democratic persuasion in
regard to the National Banks, which
having been first authorized by a Re-
publican Congress, are supposed to be
necessarily Republican Institutions,
aud to be denounced accordingly,
without reference to their usefulness
or convenience. Very little notice has
been taken of this Democratic babble
by Republican speakers aud writers,
probably because Republicans have
faith in the intelligence and common
sense of the American people; but a
few words on that subject may not be
amiss.

No one contends now that Banks
are not a ueees-it- y of tbe age ; the only
question is, how and with what powers
they shall be orgauized, nnd iu what
manner those who deal with them
and take theircurrency shall be secur-
ed. Two systems have prevailed in
this country: the first, that of Hanks
organized uuder laws of the different
States, and issuing circulation. secured,
or not secured, as tbe laws of each
State might provide. We all remem-
ber this good old time. There were
kundreds of Banks, existing uuder the
laws of every Htate of the Union. Each
Bank issued its own notes, obtained
such credit for them as it might, and
circulated them as far as possible.
Each Bank hail its own designs and
devices upon its bills; some well ex-

ecuted and some lily executed. Home
bills were current and would readily
pass in large districts of country and
iu several Htates, while others could
not be used out of their own Htate or
neighborhood; and a man undertak
ing a journey to a distant Htate must
needs first cousult a broker aud dispose
of the miscellaneous contents of his
pocket book at such rate of discount
as might be required. Issues of all
banks were counterfeited, ana no man
without a counterfeit detector before
him could, out of the immense mass of
bill&iof heterogeneous devices, tell tbe
counterfeit from the genuine, or the
solvent from the worthless; aud every
business man subscribed for, and re-

ligiously consulted his bank note de-

tector poor men in the country, who
had do detector got along as tney couiu,
and pocketed their losses with such
resignation as they might summon.
Does any man, Democrat or Repub-
lican, wish to go back to those good old
times ?

But the Democratic orator scowls
fearfully at the National Bank, as he
charges that it is tleecing the Ameri-
can people and making enormous

from its circulation aud itsCrofiia Does not this soulless and
bloated bondholder corporation de-

posit with the Treasurer of the Unit
ed Htates the bonds of tbe United
Htates ito secure its circulation; and
does it not receive from the Govern-
ment almost an equal amount of bills
for circulation, which it loans aud in-

vests, all the time receiving from the
Government large interest on these
same unholy depositsof bonds, thereby
making a double profit on its capital?
And tbe Democratic voice becomes
hoarse, and the Democratic pen drips
blood, as they ask the horrible ques-
tion.

Well, as a matter of fact, the figures
show that no such extraordinary
profits are made ju the business of our
National Bunks. But as the Govern-
ment compels the citizens to buy these
bonds, and to deposit them with the
Treasurer before he shall he permitted
to engage in the business of banking,
it is hard to see why it should not pay
him the Interest upon them, particular-
ly as it is morally certain that no one
would engage in the business upon
other terms.

But such talk is all for e fleet. The
system of securing the bank circula-
tion adopted by the United Htates, is
essentially thesame, which was adopt-
ed by theHtate of Tennessee in the
f ree xianking Liaw oi 130, anu wnicn
was adopted generally perhaps uni
versallyin other Htates where bank
circulation was secured at all. By tbe
act of Tennessee, of 185:2, any bank
organized under it might legally trans
fer to the t.'otnpirojier oi me mate, tne
bonds of the Htate or of the United
Htutes, or of incorporated companies
indorsed by the Htate, and might
thereupon receive from the Comptrol-
ler au equal amount of notes for circu-
lation. The interest on the bonds de-

posited, except the amount retained
for taxation, belonged to the bank
making the deposit, as U now the case
with National Banks. But no oue
complained that the Htate of Tennes-
see was by this system nourishing a
breed of bloated bondholders to eat out
the vitals of the Htate. Home mode of
securing bank circulation must be
adopted, aud of all possible modes, that
adopted by thlsHtute and by Congress
is probably the most convenient and
efficient. Demagogues must have
somewhat to orate aud gesticulute
about, and perhaps they can do this as
harmlessly about National Banks asou
any other subject. Whether it would
be practicable or advisable that all
banks of Issue should be done away
with, aud the eutire currency
of the country be furnished
directly by the General Government,
thereby throwinsr all these bonds upon
the market and forclug the collection
of all moneys due these banks, is a
diilerent question. But no man in
his senses desires to no back to the
horrible chaos of a system of Htate
banks ; and the effort to create a preju
dice airainst tbe National Banks, or
against the Republican party on their
account, la tne veriest bosu extant

An elderly maiden, who bad suffered
soiuo disappointment, thus defines The bu
race; "Man A conglomerated mass of
nair. looacco smoxe, couiusion, cuncun
and boots. Woman, waiter perforce, on
the aforesaid animal. '

LETTER FROM ITALY.

4'lty ef rioreare Traanrjr of Art,
and aihrr Polala of Intetml.

From our owa Correspondent.

r'LOKKNCH, Oct. I87i.
Everybody begins, as we did, by be-

ing disappointed In Florence, and
everybody ends, as' we did, by falling
desperately In love with it. The first
impressions of the city are not, as a
general thing, calculated to attach one
to the place, especially If these impres-
sions are derived from observations
confined strictly to the city itself. The
streets, as I stated In a previous letter,
are extremely narrow, generally de-

void of sidewalks, and to thread which
is at a great risk of being run over by
the carelessly driven vehicles';

the city arenot overly clean,
and a great part of it presents a rather
neglected appearance. These condi-
tions remain tbe same as when I then
wrote, but somehow they appear dif-
ferent. We have become accustomed
to the uarrowness of the streets, and
have learned to dodge between the
wheels of the passing carriages with
the expertness of old inhabitants, (by
the way, if you get run over you have
to pay a fine of ten francs); the dirti
ness we have come to look upon
as the common lot of Italian
cities aud its olTensiveness is
largely diminished by constaut contact
with it. While the dilapidated Dlaoes.
since we have come to know their his
tory, have only the flavor of antiquity
haugiiig about them. But I'lnrence
has a positive beauty in its suburbs.
which I bad not explored at the time
I last wrote.

I took a drive a few evenings since
along the viole which begins at the
Porta Rimana, and after gradually as-
cending in the winding course the ad-

jacent hills finally ends iu tbe Piazzall
Michael Angelo, commanding a mag-
nificent view of the city and surround-
ing country. The viole is bordered
throughout its course of nearly two
miles by rows of accacias aud syca-
mores, aud is counted the finest
drive in the Houth of Europe. It is on
these hills surrounding the city that
the beautiful villas ate built of which
oue hears so much. These are the
wiuter residences of the wealthy citi-
zens of the northern European coun
tries as well as Americans, tbe Uussiaus
coming in for a large share. It is after
seeing these villas with their
tastefully laid out gardens, and
contemplating the view from the Han
Minlata that one comes to know how
it received the appellation of "Flor
ence tbe beautiful.' Manning upon
the edge of the Piazzale Michael An
gelo you look down upon the Valley of
the Arno, stretching Its miles or rer-ti- le

soil as far up aud down the river
as tbe eye can reacu ; beyond tne
Fiesole. with all its wealth of eccle
siastical history, points its summit to
ward tbe nrst to eaten tne
rays of rising sun, and tbe last to re
flect them, as ne hiuks neuind its
companion, Mount of Han Miniata, In
the West. Heen from this point the
city itself appears at its best. Its ir
regularity aua tumbled down aspect
are lost in the distance, and you see
only a plain of pointed gable roofs
aud turrets, from which arise the
square tower of Palazza Veechie, the
great Duomo, with Its mighty dome,
aud the beautiful campinelle of Gio- -
tho, looking, as Hawthorne has said,
wonderfully iike a colossal toy of
carved ivory. You see all that is en-

chanting, and nothing that is repul-
sive about tbe place; aud if the day
chance to be one of those celestially
bright ones which are so common in
Italy at this season, and the time sun
set, you will no longer be in doubt as
to why tne poet, in speaKing or tne
cities of tbe Houth, should say

" The fairest of all is Florence."
Why it is that Florence should form
a solitary exception to all the other
Italian cities in the matter of its loca
tion I can not understand. It is the
ouly oue that is built in a valley ; all
the others are situated on eminences,
and some among them on bills ap
parently inaccessible. Between Flor-
ence aud Rome one sees every few
miles an old town, often iu utter ruins,
placed upon tbe side of tbe rocky
dill's that so commonly form oue batik
of the insignificant streams of the
country. They stand high above the
surrounding plain barreu, desolate- -
look, with not even a tree to relieve
tbe monotony with its green
ness, or ofler a friendly
shade as. a protection against the
dazzling glare and peuetratiug beat of
tbe summer sun. iiut it was not pro-
tective against the elements that those
old Italians sought when they founded
these towns and hamlets ; it was
against the aggressiveness of their own
kind that they wished to secure them
selves, and right well did they do it in
the days anterior to rilled cannon and
needle guns. JN early all were sur-
rounded by walls, some of which ure
yet in a moderately good state of pre-
servation. A large number of them
are deserted now; at least no manifes
tations of life were apparent and gene-
ral evidences of decay and desertion
were everywhere visible.

1 can not iu a single letter, nor in
any number of letters, do justice to
Florence as a treasury of art. It is
only after you have been here for a
time and have expioreu me city ruiiy.
aud examined into its multitudinous
and multifarious collections, that vou
can begin to understand its satiety of
richness. The wnoie city is cot u rated
with art productions and art assocla
tlons. One actually lives In aud
breathes an atmosphere of art of art
ancient and art modern or rennals-sanee- ,

aud past-re- n

naissance of all nations and all Deo
riles of art sacred and nrofane. and In
all possible shapes and forms, whether
it be in painting, sculpture or architec
ture. ou turu from a narrow, dirty

alley into a square containing a coloe-s- ol

statue; upon the corner of au Inaig
nincant street stands a bronze ugure
that Is almost worth its weight iu sil
ver; in the market place copy in
bronze of the autique wild boar, which
any American city would consider it-
self rich In possessing, serve as a foun
tain, and the little dirty brown-ekln-e- d

children clamber over his bristly
back and drluk tbe water as it trickles
between his immense tusks. And
we pity . those poor miserable Ital-lau- a!

1 think I did once
myself, but I am sure I shall never bo
guilty of it again. It is we who need
commiseration aud uot they. What
have we of art in America, and espe-
cially iu the Houth ? What opportu-
nity huve we to educate ourselves in
any kind of art'.' of bringing oar
minds to a proper condition to appre-
ciate a great production when we see
it? I speak from experience, and tbe
more s'.rongly.beoause I feel now what
that experience has deprived me of.
Not that I consider myself now capa-
ble of even partially understanding the
works of tbe great masters, or of en-
tering into tbe spirit of their labors,
or criticising in any manner the tech-
nicality of their work a life-ti- of
constant study scarcely suffices for this,
but being, as I have been for two
mouths, surrounded by all this artistic
greatness, and concieutiously endeav-
oring with the aid of the best lights I
could get, to learn something of tha
old art, has taught me the sublime
depths of my own iguorauoe, and
shown me that there is a reality in it
all that it is eminently worth our
while, laboring ever so assiduously, to
understand. 'To live in Florence, is of
itself' Jan education in art. One is
brought so constantly in close contact
wilh tbe old masterpieces, that a cer--
taiu amount of their spirit is absorbed
by a process of endosmosls.

You can go no where without being
brought within the pale of these influ-
ences. In tbe Piazza Llgnoria, you
have the Loygia Langi, containing
the celebrated "Perseus with the Med-
usas head," the finest production In
bronze to be fouud in the city. After
looking through all the galleries and
examining all the single figures, one
finally comes to look back to this as the
chief of tbem all. I have come to
lenrn that this is oue of the best ways .

of judging of the value of a statue or
picture that you are never tired look-
ing at it, and that each time you exam-
ine it a new beauty is revealed. Close
to this is the most remarkable
group in marble, with one ex-
ception in the world, "tbe rope
of thesabines" by Gibvanni de Boleg--
ma. Kvery time l pass tne loggia l
cannot refrain from stopping for an-

other look at this wonderful carving.
There is a life a spring about tbe
principal figure that makes you ex-
pect to see him move away at any
moment with bis struggling burbeu.
But oue letter would not suffice for
oven a cataloguelng of the noteworthy
statues and paintings, and I mention
these two sculptures because tney are
not so much written or talked about
as some others, such as tbe various
figures by Michael Angelo, mentioned
in oue of my previous letters, and the
Venus de Medcei. This last Is always

a disappointment at the first observa-
tion. In the first place tbe size of the
figure is much too small and the yel
lowness of age and tbe numerous, but
not always judicious, " restorations"
have Impaired its original beauty to
no inconsiderable degree. But with
all these drawbacks it will be found
yet, upon cIobb examination, to be the
nearest approach to the ideal or tue
female form extant. By aud by as
you look at it again and again, its

gracefulness begins to draw
upon you and iu time you understand
that it is deserving of all the encomi-
ums heaped upon it. It differs in this
respect from the dying gladiator" in
Rome. In this the image of death is
apparent in tbe peculiar tension of tbe
upper up at tne nrsi glance, anu you
momentarily expect to see bis head
full forward upon his breast and tbe
body sink lifeless upon the shield.
But ft not alone in the statues and
tbe oc.-- hI miles of pictures contained
in tbe I'izzi and J'itH galleries, and
in the Bella Arti Mini numerous other
smaller collections, that the artistic
wealth ot Florence consists. Its
churches are even more interesting
than its salaries and to the art or eccle
siastical student of untold value.
What treasures of art and church his
tory are embodied in the Santa Croce,
the.Santa Maria Novella aad the Bap-
tistery, The first was the first Chris-
tian church founded: by Bt. F'ranoes
himself in Etruna ; the second the first
Church of the Dominican order, built
uuder the supervision of that Haint in
person, while the lost is built upon the
site and contains some of the building
materials of au aucieut temple of
Mars. All, moreover, contain fres
coes, mosaics by orcagna, u lotto or
others of those who laid the founda-
tion of Italian art. The Duomo aud
the compauile represent some of the
more modern work, though the latter
was almost exclusively the work or
Giotto. Iu fact every house almost
has some association with some of
Italy's fusions statesmen, artists or
poets, though a few of them have re-

turned to somewhat base uses.
This letter is written from the Pal

ace of Macchiavelli, the famous Flor-
entine philosopher aifd historiau
perhaps in the very room iu which he
penned some oi uis greatest, tuouguui.
It is now used as a pension, or board-
ing house, as are numerous others of
the old palaces; in fact the majority
of the hotels were once residences of
the nobility and great men of Flor-
ence. b. m. .

Bergh'8 Hog Case.
Ilergh has won lti hog case. The ques-

tion involved was whether certain New
York hog slaughterers should be permit-
ted to hoist the porkors by the leg bofora
their throat were cut. The court says no,
and recommends liergU's more moroiiul
process of converting swine Into P"rk,
llergh's heart is as tender as that of Mrs.
Partington, who admonished Ike, when be
was about to drown some kittens in a tub,
to be sure and put some warm water in it
to take the chill off.


